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Looking forward to Chanukah 
The festival of Chanukah is one of the most enjoyable of the Jewish year. For eight evenings, 

lights are lit on the Chanukiah (a special candlestick), gifts are exchanged and delicious food is 

eaten! We will be celebrating in school too, and invite parents to come to our Chanukah concert 

on Wednesday 17th December, commencing 

at 2pm. Y5 will lead us on a journey through 

the calendar of Jewish festivals and each class 

will perform a song relating to the food asso-

ciated with each festival. It promises to be a 

mouth-watering event! 

Chanukah dreidels for sale 
Mr Langford will again be selling dreidels this 

year. These small spinning tops 

were used by the Jews, during the 

time of the Greek occupation, to 

hide the fact that they were praying. 

If Greek soldiers caught them, the 

Jewish people would pretend to be playing a  

game with the dreidels. Children can buy the 

dreidels at breaktime from Mr Langford’s of-

fice, priced 40p each, or 3 for £1, from Mon-

day 15th December. 

Parent forum news 
The Parent Forum coffee morning on Tuesday was 

very busy, with over 20 parents coming together to 

talk about the latest ideas and issues around 

school. Mrs Cohen was able to join the meeting 

and is following up many of the items with the 

school’s Senior Management Team. Some of the 

items discussed included: 

Parking in Hope Chapel carpark: Mr Smith, a 

representative from Hope Chapel (opposite the 

school), joined the meeting and described some of 

the problems they had had, with parents parking 

inconsiderately, causing damage or leaving litter. 

The Parent Forum thanked Mr Smith for the gen-

erosity shown by Hope Chapel, in allowing par-

ents to use the carpark, and will explore how we 

can ensure further abuses do not happen. 

School dinners: This was explored in great detail 

by a Parent Forum taskgroup a year ago and many 

enhancements made. Experienced parents will 

know that children will say they are starving com-

ing out of school, even when they have eaten a full 

and healthy, nutritious meal. A project last year, 

and ongoing monitoring now, shows us that there 

is always enough food and a variety to eat. The 

school is proud of the quality of dinners - we know 

that a hungry child will not be able to concentrate 

or learn, and always strive to make improvements. 

We will continue to do so and will be telling you 

about new initiatives in the coming months. 

Birthday treats: Parents raised concern about the 

choice of treats that can be sent in, on a child’s 

birthday. We have spoken to the Rabbi and he is 

looking at additions he can make to the list, to in-

clude further non-dairy and Chalav Yisrael 

treats. 

Volunteers: Some parents were not aware 

that the school encourages parents to volun-

teer in class. While you are very unlikely to 

be supporting in your own child’s class - ex-

perience has shown us that that is not helpful 

to you or your child - we know parents have 

much to contribute assisting in other classes. 

Mrs Owen will be sending out letters again in 

January, to encourage volunteering, and Par-

ent Forum Class Reps will follow up on this. 

Thank you again to everyone who attended 

the Parent Forum. We look forward to keep-

ing you updated on these matters. 



Each day, bread, water and fresh fruit are 

available. There is also a daily sandwich 

option. 

Monday 

Turkey meatballs with pasta or vegetarian 

toad-in-the-hole; 

Chocolate and orange cake 

Tuesday 

Homemade beef burger or vegetable and 

veggie cheese burger, in a bap, with 

chips; 

Vanilla crunch with custard 

Wednesday 

Roast beef, roast potatoes and Yorkshire 

pudding, or crunchy topped mixed bean 

macaroni bake; 

Iced buns 

Thursday  - Party Food Day! 

Eat with your fingers - food served cold 

Falafel balls or cheating chicken in pitta 

pockets; 

Golden cracknell 

Friday 

Baked fish goujons and chips or vegeta-

ble lasagne; 

Sticky ginger cake with vanilla sauce 

 

Shabbat begins tomorrow evening 

at 3:37pm and ends at 4:54pm on 

Saturday evening. In Synagogue this Shabbat, the 

portion of the Torah being read is “Parashat Vay-

ishlach”. This gave us our Theme of the Week 

“Being Prepared”. 

Letters home: 

Museum trip (Y3) 

Cadbury World trip (Y6) 

Coming up… 
Friday 5th Dec, 9am: Y3 class assembly 

Friday 5th Dec, 1:30pm: Y3’s Kiddush 

Wednesday 17th December, 2pm: 

Chanukah concert 

Friday night Kiddush 
Every Friday afternoon the 

whole school comes to-

gether for a mock Friday 

evening Kiddush - the 

meal that brings in 

Shabbat (the Sabbath day). Tomorrow 

it is Y3’s turn to help lay the table or 

sit and take part. All par-

ents are warmly welcomed 

to join us for this assem-

bly, Fridays at 1:30pm. 

 

Israel has two official languages: 

Hebrew and Arabic. 

 This menu is dependant on availability 

of ingredients and is subject to change. 

All cream, custard and cheese is non-dairy. 

Parking  
We all really appreciate the kind-

ness of the Village, in allowing 

parents to use their carpark in the 

morning, if they display a parking 

pass (issued by the school). This 

has had a huge impact on improving the parking 

situation outside school each day for everyone. 

However please note that the Village has only giv-

en permission for our parents to park there in the 

morning, between 8:15am and 9am. The carpark 

is for customers only at other times, including 

hometime. Please also make sure you park consid-

erately, not blocking in other drivers, or restricting 

access for delivery vehicles. 

Best wishes to Mrs Owen 
You may be aware that Mrs Owen has been absent 

from school since October. Her recovery from ill-

ness has been slow, so the entire school communi-

ty send our very best wishes to her. She will not 

be returning to us until the next term begins again 

in January. Her teaching in Y2 on Thursdays and 

Fridays is being covered by Mrs Lander, while her 

AMA groups are receiving suitably differentiated 

and stretching work in their own classroom. Huge 

thanks go to all staff who have helped cover her 

various duties over the last several weeks - we’ve 

managed, but it’s been a struggle at times! Get 

well soon, Mrs Owen! 


