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King David Primary School 
 

Religious Education 
and Collective Worship Policy 

 
King David Primary School is a unique school, where the ethos of the Jewish faith permeates all 
aspects of school life. It is a Voluntary-Aided orthodox Jewish school. Religious Education is taught 
from a Jewish perspective, in accordance with the Education Reform Act 1988 and the school’s 
Articles of Government. 
 
Aim 
The school continuously aims to provide a meaningful and inspiring Jewish Education, relevant to 
all children, focusing on strong moral values and personal development, based on traditional Jewish 
teachings, in order to enable children to become knowledgeable about Judaism and caring and 
responsible members of society. 
 
Meeting the Aim 
The school follows its own curriculum for Jewish Studies and Ivrit. 
Religious Education is controlled by the Governors and, in accordance with their decision, Religious 
Education is taught in two parallel groups: Limudei Kodesh (Practising Judaism) and Religion from 
a Jewish Perspective. Jewish children are expected to follow the Limudei Kodesh course and non-
Jewish children are expected to follow the parallel Religion from a Jewish Perspective course. 
Parents are asked to inform the Headteacher, in writing, of their choice. 
All pupils in the Foundation Stage follow a general course of Jewish Studies. 
Any parents wishing to withdraw their child from Religious Studies are asked to inform the 
Headteacher in writing. 
All Jewish festivals are taught and observed within the school. Rosh Hashanah, Succot, Simchat 
Torah, Tu B’Shevat, Lag B’Omer, Yom Ha’atzmaut and Shavuot are usually celebrated with either a 
special programme of events or a Kiddush, specific to the festival, to which parents and friends are 
sometimes invited. Chanukah and Purim are traditionally celebrated with concerts and/or special in-
house activities, and Pesach with a Seder. All the children actively participate in these events. All the 
special days within the Jewish calendar are noted, usually at Assembly time. 
A Kiddush to celebrate the eve of the Sabbath is held on Friday afternoons from 1.40pm to 2.10pm. 
Parents are invited to join the Kiddush for special events. 
Ivrit (Hebrew Language) is taught to all the children in the main school as a modern foreign 
language. Ivrit supports reading and writing skills and the use of the required vocabulary. Ivrit 
introduces children to the skill of a foreign language. The children are given an understanding of the 
geography, history and culture of Israel. 
Hebrew reading is also taught throughout the school. Most pupils in the Limudei Kodesh group are 
expected to be reading accurately by the end of Year 3 or in the first term of Year 4 and with some 
fluency by the end of Year 6. Pupils are tested regularly with differentiation being the key to 
progress. For the Parallel group, expectation of achievement in reading is lower, as these children 
have fewer hours of Jewish Studies in school and most children have fewer or no opportunities for 
support at home. In Hebrew writing, children in the Limudei Kodesh group are expected to be able 
to form all block letters by the end of Year 4 and write script by the end of Year 6. 
Assemblies take place everyday, first thing in the morning. Assemblies are led by members of the 
Religious Education staff. Where possible and appropriate, visitors are invited to participate in 
assembly. On Mondays Havdallah is made. Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 Limudei Kodesh groups each 
have a day each week when they daven separately in the Shul. On Thursday these children also 
congregate in the Shul after eating, for a more complete benching. On Fridays a split morning 
assembly takes place, with the Limudei Kodesh groups and Jewish children from the Foundation 
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Stage taking part in a more extensive davening in the Shul, while the Parallel groups assemble in the 
hall. The children from the Parallel groups do the basic daily davening, and hear a story related to 
the Theme of the Week. 
PSHCE and Sex and Relationships Education are taught in a way compatible with a Jewish 
perspective. 
Jewish Studies and the laws of Orthodox Judaism permeate the whole school and form a significant 
part of the ethos. 
 
Collective Worship 
The school provides daily collective worship for all pupils (apart from those who have been 
withdrawn by their parents). The Headteacher is responsible (under the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998) for arranging the daily collective worship after consulting with the Governing 
Body. Daily collective worship is solely Jewish in nature, as directed by the school’s Articles of 
Government. This is done in a morning prayers assembly, for all classes from Reception up to Year 
6. The Nursery class says prayers every day, in their Religious Education lesson on those days that 
such a lesson takes place, or with a Jewish member of staff on other days. 
 
Assessment, recording and reporting 
Assessment, recording and reporting is in accordance with the whole school policies. Parents may 
see staff at Parents’ Evenings or make appointments to speak to staff about their child’s progress. 
 
Special Needs 
The SENCo and class teachers are consulted regarding children with special needs. Where possible, 
these pupils will receive additional support during Religious Education sessions. 
 
The role of the Head of Religious Education 
As well as teaching RE, the Head of Religious Education is responsible for developing and co-
ordinating RE and Ivrit throughout the school. This will include:- 

• Ensuring continuity and progression in Religious Education through the monitoring of 
planning, teaching and children’s work. 

• Ensuring the availability of resources. 
• Developing policies and upgrading them on a regular basis. 
• Ensuring that schemes of work are in place for the whole school. 
• Working with the Assessment Co-ordinator to maintain appropriate records and assessment 

procedures. 
• Monitoring and developing the standard of the teaching of Religious Studies and Ivrit within 

the school. 
• Monitoring pupil progress and promoting high standards of pupils’ achievement in Religious 

Studies and Ivrit. 
• Requisitioning books and materials for the teaching of Religious Studies and Ivrit and 

monitoring the use of resources. 
• Liaising with other schools, agencies and parents regarding Religious Studies and Ivrit. 
• Ensuring that the Jewish ethos of the school is maintained and observed, both on a day-to-

day basis, and for all appropriate Jewish festivals. 
• To help maintain an inventory of Religious Studies and Ivrit books and equipment within the 

school. 
 
 
 
 


