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King David Primary School 

 

Homework Policy 
 

 

This policy has been developed through consultation with staff and consideration of the DFES 

Homework Guidelines for Primary and Secondary Schools. The policy is a source of guidance and 

information for teachers and parents, so that homework arrangements are manageable for everyone 

and educationally beneficial.  

Homework given by the King David School is regarded as being an important part of the educational 

development of the child. It is set through all key stages and reflects the needs of the children. 

 

What is homework? 

At the King David School we see “homework” referring to any work or activity that a child is asked 

to do outside lesson time, whether on their own or with support from their parents. 

 

What are our purposes in giving homework? 

The purpose of homework is to: 

 Provide an opportunity for developing a partnership between parents and carers and actively 

involving them in their child’s learning. 

 Consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in Literacy and Mathematics. 

 Exploit the valuable learning resources to which children have access outside school, e.g. 

homework clubs, libraries. 

 Further extend and support a child’s learning experience, e.g. through additional reading. 

 Encourage the children, as they get older, to develop the confidence, self-discipline and 

strategies needed to study on their own. 

 Prepare them for the requirements of secondary school. 

 Provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together to enjoy learning experiences. 

 

Role of the teacher 

The following guidance describes how King David School perceives the role of the teacher in the 

homework process. 

 To provide regular Literacy and Mathematics activities at Key stage 2. 

 In both key stages to encourage reading on a regular basis at home. 

 Where additional homework is given the teacher should allow sufficient time for this to be 

completed. 

 Where necessary, to mark any homework that is returned on time to school. 

 To provide verbal feedback to an individual, group or class as appropriate. Written feedback 

will be given when necessary. 

 To provide an opportunity for the child to demonstrate his/her “home” learning. For example, 

reading aloud to the class a book of their choice. 

 

Role of the parent 

The following guidance describes how King David School perceives the role of parents in 

supporting their child’s homework. 

As a school we would like to encourage parents to: 

 Provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which the child and parent can work together 

on the homework. 

 Provide opportunity for the child to attend other places where homework can be supported, 

e.g. visiting the library or attending homework clubs. 
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 Explain to their children that they value homework and support the school by explaining how 

it can help their learning. 

 Encourage their child and praise them when they are completing the homework. 

 Encourage the child to complete their homework and ensure that it is handed in on time. 

 Make the final decision as to how much homework their child completes. Where a parent 

feels the amount of homework given to the child is too demanding, they should discuss this 

with their child’s teacher in order to arrive at an acceptable amount. 

 Promote their child’s increasing independence in undertaking homework tasks, as they 

progress through the school. While activities for the younger years will often be structured 

for the child and parent to complete together as a collaborative task, older children will be 

expected to work independently to an increasing degree. Parents should be careful to ensure 

that the support they provide promotes their child’s learning, rather than doing the work, and 

the thinking, for the child. 

 

Provide feedback for pupils, carers and teachers 

Feedback can be provided in a variety of ways. First and foremost, feedback can and should be 

received by the child from the adult working with them as they carry out their homework tasks at 

home. 

Feedback from parents to teachers can be given through comments in the child’s reading records or 

School Handbook. 

 

On returning to school feedback can be given: 

 Through class discussion 

 Through discussion of work of which the homework is a part or through tests. 

 

Where necessary the teacher may feel individual comments, whether verbal or written, are more 

appropriate, but it is not expected for every homework activity given. 

On a more general level, appreciation of a child’s efforts can be given through use of the school 

reward system and recognising achievement in assemblies. 

 

What types of homework will be provided? 

Throughout the school the main focus of homework will be to promote Literacy and Mathematics. 

The following guidance describes what homework can be expected on a regular basis, as far as 

possible, the time scales involved and what additional homework may be given at various stages of 

the child’s development. 

 

Early Years and Key Stage 1 

In the Early Years and Key Stage 1, it is considered to be extremely important that parents are 

actively involved in their child’s learning. Parents can provide a very important opportunity for their 

child to talk about what they are learning to an interested adult and to practise key skills in a 

supportive environment. 

 

Key Stage 2 

The emphasis will still be on Literacy and Mathematics, but as the children progress through the Key 

Stage, a wider range of tasks will be given. As a child progresses though the school, homework 

provides an opportunity for them to develop the skills of independent learning. However, we still 

consider it vitally important that parents and carers take an active role in supporting their child’s 

learning at home. 

 

A note about daily reading 

In Key Stage 2 it is expected that children either read to and discuss with their parents a book, or 

listen to their parents read, for at least 10 to 15 minutes, two or three times a week. As they gain 

independence, they should be encouraged to read for pleasure every day. This reading should 
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encompass a wide range of genre to increase vocabulary. Where children are fluent readers they 

should be encouraged to read on a regular basis for pleasure. 

 

School Handbooks 

Each child has a School Handbook, in which to record homework set. Parents should sign the 

Handbook when the homework is completed. There are also sections for the child, the teacher and 

the parents to each add comments. 

 

Exceptions 

Due to the multicultural nature of the school intake, it is appreciated that, at certain times during the 

year, children will be celebrating religious festivals. Therefore, during these times it is accepted that 

children may not complete the homework that is set. 

 

Special Educational Needs 

The SEN children are not usually set specific homework by the Co-ordinator except in special cases, 

but they are expected to read their reading book every day. On occasions they may be given spelling 

activities or the opportunity to finish off work. 

 

Religious Education 

Project work is undertaken in Key Stage 2 and children are sometimes asked to complete unfinished 

work at home. Children in the Limudei Kodesh groups are given regular Hebrew reading practice as 

homework. Parents or an older sibling are asked to hear the child read and sign or comment on the 

homework sheet. Even if parents’ own knowledge of Hebrew makes it difficult for them to support 

their child in their reading, they are still asked to sign the homework, after seeing their child do it. 

Sometimes children are given optional homework tasks to do research at home. These are not 

mandatory, but enrich the learning for those children. 

Children in Limudei Kodesh groups also bring home an information sheet about that week’s Parasha 

– the portion of the Torah being read in synagogue. The aim of the Parasha sheets is to encourage 

families to learn together and as a basis for discussion. Children are encouraged to consult friends, 

siblings, family and their rabbi, in order to answer the quiz questions. The Parasha sheets are not 

intended as a homework page to be done by the child alone, especially in the lower years. 

 

Ivrit – Hebrew as a Modern Foreign Language 

All children from Y1 upwards learn Ivrit as a modern foreign language. Children are regularly given 

simple worksheets as homework, to practise the learning that has taken place in lessons. The 

homework is designed so that the child can complete it independently, as it is recognised that many 

parents’ own knowledge of Hebrew makes it difficult for them to support their child 
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Year Regular homework tasks 
Subject enhancement/ 

Related project work 

Nursery Children take home a library book each week to 

develop a love and respect for books. This is for 

the parent to read or talk about with the child – 

not for the child to read to the parent. There is 

also a take-home bear, that one child takes home 

each evening. The bear has pyjamas, a book, a 

drink etc, and is purely for enjoyment – to 

develop the links between home and nursery. 

There is also an exercise book in the rucksack, 

that some parents write in or children draw in, 

none is compulsory. 

 

Reception Children take home a library book each week to 

develop a love and respect for books. This is for 

the parent to read or talk about with the child – 

not for the child to read to the parent. From 

October an appropriate reading book will be 

given to match the child’s reading development. 

This reading book will be changed on a weekly 

basis. 

Various tasks may be given, 

relating to the topics in class. 

Children may be asked to bring in 

things that begin with the letter of 

the week. There may be requests for 

objects and/or books connected 

with topics being covered in the 

classroom. 

Year 1 Reading Scheme books are taken home every 

night and are usually changed once a week. 

Library books are changed and taken home 

weekly. Weekly homework is set, related to the 

week’s learning. It is designed to take the 

children approximately 20 minutes to complete. 

Requests for objects and/or books 

connected with topics being 

covered in the classroom. 

Year 2 Spellings are sent home to learn on a weekly 

basis. A Mathematics and Literacy activity based 

on the week’s work is set each week. Times 

tables are sent out each week, to be learned for 

tests on the following week. It is expected that 

the children will read for 10 minutes each night. 

Once children have moved off the reading 

scheme, they take a library book home to read. 

Books are changed weekly. 

Requests for objects and/or books 

connected with topics being 

covered in the classroom, or find 

out simple things related to topic 

work. 

Year 3 Spellings and at least the 2, 5 or 10 times tables 

are sent home, and tested, on a weekly basis. It is 

expected that a child reads and discusses a book 

with a parent for 10 to 15 minutes, three times a 

week. Each week mathematics- and/or Literacy-

based activities relating to the week’s work in 

class are set. 

Extend times table to 3s and 4s if 

needed. Simple fact-finding 

research. Children will be asked to 

contribute to topic resources by 

bringing in and showing books or 

artefacts, etc. 

Year 4 Spellings are set and tested on a regular basis. It 

is expected that a child reads and discusses a 

book with a parent and provides a comment on 

their enjoyment of the book, in their School 

Handbook. Mathematics- and/or Literacy-based 

activities relating to the present class work is 

given on sheets each week and marked or 

discussed in class. 

Simple fact-finding research. 

Children will be asked to contribute 

to topic resources by bringing in 

and showing books or artefacts, etc. 

Topic-related activities, which can 

be done at home, may be set from 

time to time. 
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Year 5 Mathematics- and/or Literacy-based activities 

relating to that week’s work will be set each 

week. This may include the learning of spellings 

and/or times tables. Children should practise 

their maths each week through their “Mathletics” 

account. This can be completed in school, if 

children do not have access to the internet at 

home. Books to be read each night for at least 15 

minutes, and at least once a week read and 

discussed with an adult. 

Children will be asked to research 

information related to the class 

topics. This may include, for 

example, bringing in 

books/artefacts or completing a 

piece of written work. On occasion, 

children who do not complete their 

work in class will be asked to do so 

at home. 

Year 6 Mathematics – referring to the week’s learning. 

Children should practise their maths each week 

through their “Mathletics” account. This can be 

completed in school, if children do not have 

access to the internet at home. 

Literacy – associated with the work, e.g. 

biography, news reports. 

There are weekly spellings lists to be learned. 

Books to be read each night for at least 15 

minutes, and at least once a week read and 

discussed with an adult. 

Children will be asked to research 

information related to the class 

topics. This may include, for 

example, bringing in 

books/artefacts or completing a 

piece of written work. 

 


