
Drug Education policy 2015 2015 Page 1 of 4 Version dated: September 2015 

 

 

King David Primary School 
 

Drug Education Policy 
inc. Management of Drug Incidents 

 

Introduction  

This policy links with existing PSCHE, Citizenship and Behaviour policies. King David School 

recognises that drug misuse in our society is a major threat to individuals, families and the wider 

community. Young people are influenced by their parents, their peers, youth culture and the media 

and schools alone cannot solve the problem of drug misuse in society. An effective programme of 

drug education in school will, however, help to ensure that young people are aware of the risks of 

drug taking and have the knowledge and skills to resist. Thus, we recognise our responsibility to 

treat drug misuse as an educational issue and to work, as appropriate, in partnership with the police, 

health services and parents to inform and protect the pupils of the School.  

Whilst it is important to maintain a clear distinction between legal and illegal drugs, our policy is to 

place drugs education firmly in the context of an overall health education programme. Our aim is to 

enable pupils to make informed decisions highlighting the functions and potential dangers that all 

forms of drug use have in individual lives and society as a whole. 

 

Definition  

A drug is any substance that affects the way in which the body functions, physically, emotionally, or 

mentally. It includes legal substances, such as alcohol, tobacco, and solvents, volatile substances, 

over the counter and prescribed drugs and illegal drugs such as cannabis, ecstasy, heroin, 

crack/cocaine, LSD, GHB, Ketamine and alkyl nitrites (poppers).  

 

Values and aims  

Set in the broader context of personal, social, and health education, our drugs education reflects 

whole-school aims to provide a caring community in which young people can learn to respect 

themselves and others and take responsibility for their own actions. We are committed to the health 

and safety of all member of the school community.  

We aim to enable pupils to develop their knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding about drugs 

and appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, relating this to their own and others’ actions.  

Drugs education should: -  

 

 Provide accurate information  

 Correct misunderstandings 

 Build on knowledge and understanding  

 Explore attitudes and values towards drugs, drug use and drug users  

 Develop pupils’ understanding of rules and laws  

 Develop pupils’ interpersonal skills  

 Develop pupils’ self-awareness and self-esteem  

 Explore the risks and consequences of their own and others’ actions relating to drugs  

 Be relevant to the needs of pupils and the school community.  

 

Fundamental to our school’s values and practice is the principle of sharing the responsibility for the 

education of our pupils with parents and carers. We strive for effective communication and co-

operation.  

 

Drugs education in the curriculum  

At King David School we have a cross-curricular approach towards the delivery of drug education. 

However, it is through PSHCE that the major degree of drug education is delivered. We view the 
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main area for drug education as our broad-based programme of Personal, Social, Health and 

Citizenship Education. This programme offers the opportunity to reinforce the benefits of a healthy 

lifestyle and give pupils the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and personal and social skills to 

make informed and responsible choices now and later in life without glamorising the subject by 

singling it out for separate treatment.  

Pupils’ existing knowledge and understanding influences the planning of lessons.  

We seek to equip our pupils with skills to help them resist the pressure to experiment with drugs 

through detailed discussion of likely scenarios of peer pressure and through role-play exercises. We 

seek to generate, through informed discussion, positive attitudes to healthy lifestyles in our pupils, 

which will be strong enough to influence their behaviour.  

The School actively co-operates with other agencies such as community police, the Local Authority 

and health and drug agencies to deliver its commitment to drugs education. 

  

Assessment, monitoring, evaluating and reviewing drugs education  

Assessment in PSHCE lessons seeks to judge achievement in drugs education in wider terms than 

purely gains in factual knowledge. Methods include: -  

 Seeking feedback from pupils at the end of lessons on their progress and achievements, both 

individually and as a group. 

 Teacher assessment of activities conducted and work completed.  

 Class discussion, aimed at helping pupils to identify what they should do next.  

 Inviting pupils and teachers to reflect on the overall programme. Pupil and teacher 

questionnaires are conducted following participation in the Life Education Caravan 

programme. 

 

Outside speakers  

In order to enhance our own educational programme, we make use of a variety of visiting speakers 

to work with groups of students in School. Ongoing projects and those used in the recent past 

include the local Police community team running drug awareness sessions with Year 6; the Life 

Education Caravan visiting, conducting activities with every year group, including Drug Education 

with Year 6; Streetwise leading a Healthy Living Workshop with Year 5; Visit to SafeSide by Year 

5 and Year 6, including aspects of awareness of drugs and drug users.  

The contribution of visiting speakers complements our own teaching and is part of a planned overall 

programme. Visitors are never left alone to work with students and teachers are always involved in 

these sessions. 

 

Parental involvement  

We value the support and encouragement of parents in our efforts at preventing drug misuse. Parents 

are welcome to receive a copy of this policy document and are encouraged to discuss with staff at 

the School any concerns they may have about drug related issues. 

 

Confidentiality  

Some pupils may choose to mention instances of drug use in class or with individual members of the 

School community. While staff will want to be supportive, it is clear that they work within child 

protection guidelines and clearly state that they may not be able to guarantee confidentiality. Only in 

exceptional circumstances would sensitive information be passed on against a pupil’s wishes but 

teachers may have a moral and professional duty to do so, for example, in relation to cooperating 

with a police investigation and referring to external services.  

 

Governors  

The governing body of the School has the ultimate authority for the management of the School and 

for its educational provision. Responsibility for the drugs education programme is delegated to the 

Headteacher and teaching staff. Within the School itself, it is the responsibility of the PSCHE Co-

ordinator to oversee curricular aspects of drug education. 
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Management of drug incidents 

The Law 

The school will ensure that all responses to any drug related incidents are in compliance with the 

law. Where this is unclear we will seek advice from appropriate sources before taking any action. 

 

For incidents involving evidence of drug use or supply, or finding drugs or drugs 

paraphernalia, without knowing who is involved 

The school will respond to all such incidents in a way that meets the full requirements of the law, 

and which puts the safety of the students as the key priority at all times. In developing our response 

to this type of drug related incident, the school will seek to balance the need for open consistency 

with a recognition that each situation will be unique as a number of factors will be operating in each 

case. In responding to any incident, the following points will always be taken into account: 

 the nature of the incident 

 basing our response on facts 

 the history and circumstances of the person concerned 

 confidentiality 

 a partnership approach 

 long term pastoral support 

 the safety of the individual 

 confiscation and disposal of any drugs 

 the school’s Behaviour Policy and other related policies 

 the use of sanctions against the person concerned 

 

For incidents involving parents/carers and other family members 

Responding to incidents such as this requires, we believe, much sensitivity and the involvement of 

others. As in all drug related incidents, the safety and welfare of the pupil has to be our paramount 

concern. That parents/carers or other family members are using drugs does not necessarily mean that 

a child is going to be at risk. In all such cases it is the school policy that concerns and incidents will 

be responded to using the agreed Child Protection procedures (see Child Protection Policy). 

 

For people on the premises whose behaviour is being affected by drugs 

In these circumstances, the priority will be to put the safety and welfare of staff and pupils first at all 

times. Our policy is that our immediate response should always be followed by consideration of a 

longer-term approach to the people concerned. If we believe there is a risk to a child and/or members 

of staff or anyone else present, the school will call the police as a matter of urgency, and if 

necessary, adopt Child Protection procedures. 

 

Action to be taken should instances of substance misuse or supply occur on the premises 

The incident should be reported immediately to the Headteacher, who will inform the parents. The 

school will then work with the parents to help the pupil. 

If a pupil is found to be suffering from the effects of intoxication or substance abuse in school, the 

first priority should be to ensure their safety and that of the children around them. They should be 

removed from classes and parents contacted immediately. In an emergency, an ambulance should be 

called and the pupil should receive attention from a qualified first-aider until it arrives. 

Where a pupil admits using or supplying substances on the premises, the school cannot condone this, 

and will inform the police, through the Police Liaison Officer. 

If a pupil admits to using or supplying substances off the premises, the teacher’s discretion will be 

involved, but he/she should normally inform the Headteacher, who will agree an appropriate course 

of action, and will inform the parents. Teachers must not promise confidentiality to any student. 

Each incident will be considered individually, and a variety of responses will be necessary. 

Exclusion is seen as a last resort. 
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The Headteacher or a delegated senior member of staff will take responsibility for liaison with the 

media concerning any incidents. 

 

Other substance abuse 

The school operates a no-smoking policy. Staff are made aware of this policy at the time of their 

appointment. 

The school recognises that smoking remains the largest preventable cause of death, and education to 

inform pupils of the effects of smoking is included in the PSCHE programme. 

Solvent and volatile substance abuse is covered in the same way as education on the risks of other 

drugs, by giving pupils the information they need to resist and decline experimentation. The dangers 

of abusing legally available substances will also be covered. 

If pupils are found to be suffering from the effects of use or misuse of legally available substances or 

medicines, medical assistance will be sought and parents informed. 

Codes of Health and Safety are carefully adhered to when storing solvents or other volatile 

substances on school premises. 

 

Procedures 

In cases where staff make a professional judgement that confidentiality should not be broken they 

are advised to make a written record of their decision and why they have made it. If staff are still 

unsure whether or not someone else should be informed they should discuss the issue with the 

Headteacher. If necessary, this can be done initially without naming the student involved. 

If you discover substances on the premises you should remove them immediately, preferably in the 

presence of a witness. Record the time, place and circumstances in which you found the substance. 

Take it to your Headteacher; do not keep it on your person or in a safe place. 

If you take the substance from a pupil, do so in front of a witness if at all possible. You should not 

attempt to search a child, though it is permissible to ask them to turn out their pockets or empty their 

bag. If the pupil refuses the police may be called. The pupil should be kept under surveillance until 

the police arrive. It is illegal to lock them up. 

Any substance taken from a student should be kept in a sealed container, with the details of where 

they came from and the signatures of the staff involved, on it. The police may be asked to dispose of 

the substance. 

In the event of the discovery of any equipment associated with substance use, especially needles and 

syringes, any staff handling them should do so with care and using the proper protective gloves. 

They should be stored carefully before being disposed of by the appropriate service. 

Staff should avoid expressing their own personal views on ‘drugs’ or using anecdotal evidence. 

No one should bring illegal drugs onto the school premises unless they have a Home Office licence. 

For demonstration purposes good copies should be used. 

 

Sanctions 

Any form of drug abuse will be dealt with according to each individual case. 


