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Chag Succot sameach 
 We wish you all a happy festival of Succot 

‘Succah’ is the Hebrew word for ‘booth’ or ‘tabernacle’. ‘Succot’, 
the plural, is the name of the festival of booths. Succot were the huts 
in which the Jewish people lived during their years in the desert after 
they left slavery in Egypt and before they arrived in the Promised Land (Israel). At this 
time of year, Jewish families build succot in their gardens and eat their meals there. Some 
people even sleep in their succah! This week in school, each class is having the opportuni-
ty to eat either their morning snack or their lunch in the school’s own succah. 
At the end of Succot, next Monday and Tuesday, are special days called Shemini Atzeret 
and Simchat Torah, as we celebrate finishing the annual cycle of reading the Torah in Syn-
agogue. School will therefore be closed on Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd October. 
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Safe on our roads and pavements 
The Parent Forum are very concerned for our children’s safety, as dangerous parking prac-
tices continue. It has been particularly highlighted that some drivers reverse on to the 
pavements, putting the safety of pedestri-
ans - especially small children - at risk. 
Please can everyone do their best to drive 
and park safely, responsibly and legally. 

Pedestrians, too, need to take 
some responsibility - crossing at 
the designated crossing, rather 
than taking a mad dash across 
Alcester Road in front of the 
school. The younger children 
(Early Years and Middle Phase 
children) should be holding a 
grown-ups hand as well, walking 

across roads and even on the pavement. 

Bike or scoot 
to school 

We have a bike shelter where 
bicycles or scooters can be 
left during the day. Most of 
our current Y6, as well as last year’s Y6, un-
dertook Bikeability training in July, where 
they learnt safe biking on roads from quali-
fied experts. Even younger children can bike 
or scoot with their parents along the pave-
ments, keeping the roads a little clearer and 
alleviating parking problems. 

Safe and legal parking 
Please take care when parking, especially 
reversing. You cannot assume pedestrians 
have seen you - especially small children, 
who you cannot see either. 
Note that it is illegal, as well as very in-
considerate, to park 
across a dropped 
kerb. Local residents 
have complained to 
us... and to the local 
traffic wardens. 

Parking on Alcester Road 
It is illegal to park where this sign is dis-
played on Alcester 
Road, each morning. It 
is illegal even to stop 
your car, to drop off the 
children (that counts as 
“loading”). 
These regulations are in 
place to keep people - 
most particularly your children - safe. 



Each day, bread, water and fresh fruit are 
available. There is also a daily sandwich 
option. 

Wednesday 
Tuna pasta bake or chickpea and sweet 
potato with rice; 
Shortbread cookie with fruit slices 

Thursday 
All day breakfast: Veggie sausage, toma-
to, baked beans, egg wedge, mushrooms 
and toast; 
Jaffa sponge cake and custard 

Friday 
Roast turkey, roast potatoes, stuffing and 
gravy, or Quorn and vegetable pie; 
Sultana flapjack 

Senior school admissions 
Year 6 parents need to give their preferences for 
senior schools to the Local Authority by 31st Oc-
tober. The best way to do this is online - just 
search for “Birmingham senior school admis-
sions”. It is important to consider your choices 
wisely. You can choose up to six schools, ranked 
in your  preference order. Please make sure you 
include a school that you can be reasonably sure 
you will be able to get a place at, otherwise you 
are risking not getting any of your preferences, 
and being given a school far away and totally in-
appropriate. 

Letters home: 
Cannock Chase trip (Y1) 
Botanical Gardens trip (Y2) 

 This menu is dependant on availability 
of ingredients and is subject to change. 

All cream and custard is non-dairy. 

Coming up… 
Friday 18th October, 1:30pm:  

Early Years’ Kiddush 
Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd October: 

School closed for Simchat Torah 

Lost property 
Our pile of lost property is be-
ginning to build up again. 
Please check for anything that 
belongs to your child. 
Anything not collected by Friday 25th October 
will be cleared away. 

Friday night Kiddush 
Every Friday afternoon the 
whole school comes together 
for a mock Friday evening Kid-

dush - the meal that brings in 
Shabbat (the Sabbath day). 

Tomorrow is Early Years’ turn (that’s 
Nursery and Reception) to 
help lay the table or sit and 
take part. We will also be 
welcoming in the Jewish 
festival of Simchat Torah, 
which starts on Sunday evening and 
goes through to Tuesday evening. 
All parents are warmly welcomed to 
join us for tomorrow’s Kiddush assem-
bly at 1:30pm. 

Shabbat begins tomorrow evening 
at 5:49pm and ends at 6:56pm on 
Saturday evening. This week we 
are celebrating the festival of Succot, which has 
given us our Theme of the Week “Resilience.” 

Check your calendar! 
School is closed next Monday and Tuesday (21st 
and 22nd October) for Jewish festivals, but it is 

open on the following Monday 
and Tuesday (28th and 29th Oc-
tober), even though other schools 
may be on their half-term holi-
days. Attendance at King David 
School is required on these days! 

    
 

There is a common custom to eat cabbage rolls 
stuffed with ground beef on Simchat Torah, 

(called choloptches in Yiddish). It is thought that 
two rolls side by side resemble the closed Torah 
scrolls with which we dance on Simchat Torah.  


