
KS2 lead the way 
The older classes ruled the attendance 

chart last week, with every junior class 

beating our target of 95.5%. 

We are currently analysing attendance 

patterns and will be writing to families 

where a high level of absence is a con-

cern. Remember - less than 90% at-

tendance means your child is missing 

an average of a day every fortnight. 

Over the course of their school life, 

from Reception to GCSEs - that’s an 

entire year! The DfE defines a 

“persistent absentee” as any child with 

less than 90% attendance. 
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Changes on the Governing Board 
Dr Amanda Grant has served on the Governing Board (formerly known as the Governing Body) 

for several years, and took over as Chair of Governors three years ago. She steered the GB 

through the reconstitution process, making it a leaner, stronger, more focussed organisation. She 

is now moving out of Birmingham - a loss for the school and for Birmingham Progressive Syna-

gogue, of which she is a very active member. 

At the Governing Board meeting on Tuesday, Mr Steve Bushell was elected 

as the new Chairman and the school leadership team looks forward to work-

ing with him. If parents need to raise an issue with him, we are currently in 

the process of setting up a direct email account for him. In the meantime, he 

can be contacted via the school office. 

Rabbi Jacobs was appointed the new Safeguarding Gover-

nor. Concerns specifically about the safety and wellbeing 

of children in the school should be raised either with Mr Langford (as Desig-

nated Safeguarding Lead), Mrs Owen (Deputy Designated Lead) or with Rab-

bi Jacobs (Safeguarding Link Governor). 

A new post of Pupil Premium Link Governor was also creat-

ed. Mrs Simone Bryant will be supporting the school and 

holding it to account for its provision towards closing the attainment gap for 

pupils eligible for Pupil Premium funding. 

Sadly, Mr Makhan Singh has also now left the Governing Board, for personal 

reasons, having been elected as a Parent Governor earlier this year. Nomination 

papers are going out today and you have until next Wednesday to nominate 

yourself and provide your personal statement, should you wish to stand. 

Target = 95.5% 

Attendance last week 



Each day, bread, water and fresh fruit are 

available. There is also a daily sandwich 

option. This is the menu for next week: 

Monday 

Tuna pasta bake or Quornish pasty with 

roasted roots; 

Jaffa sponge cake and custard 

Tuesday 

Chicken or lamb samosa, or spicy vegeta-

ble sausage pasta bake; 

Apple crumble and custard 

Wednesday 

Roast beef with roast potatoes and York-

shire pudding, or vegetable cottage pie; 

Iced chocolate cake 

Thursday - Chanukah brunch! 

All day breakfast: 

Veggie sausage, to-

mato, baked beans, 

egg wedge, mush-

rooms and toast; 

Doughnuts and fruit 

Friday 

Battered fish fillet with lemon and 

chipped potatoes, or Roasted vegetables 

with Beans in a tangy sauce and mush-

room rice; 

Chocolate Krispy Cake 

This menu is dependant on availability 

of ingredients and is subject to change. 

All cream and custard is non-dairy. 

Coming up… 
Friday 9th December, 1:30pm: 

Shabbat Kiddush, led by Y2 

Wednesday 14th Dec, 9:30am: Orchestral concert 

Wednesday 14th December, 2pm: 

Y5 and their parents making doughnuts 

Shabbat begins tomorrow evening 

at 3:35pm and ends at 4:43pm on 

Saturday evening. In Synagogue 

this Shabbat, the portion of the Torah being read is 

“Parashat Vayetzei”, giving us our Theme of the 

Week “Keeping calm.” 

Friday night Kiddush 
Every Friday afternoon the 

whole school comes together 

for a mock Friday evening 

Kiddush - the meal that 

brings in Shabbat (the Sab-

bath day). Tomorrow is Y2’s turn to 

help lay the table or sit 

and take part.  All parents 

are warmly welcomed to 

join us for this assembly 

at 1:30pm. 

 
It is tradition at Chanukah to give children 

“Chanukah Gelt” - chocolate coins  

wrapped in silver or gold foil. 

An unpleasant character 
A few weeks ago we gave a warning in the news-

letter of a fraudulent character in the local streets, 

attempting to con money out of passers-by. Since 

then we have had further reports that she is still 

approaching people along Alcester Road. This fe-

male claims to have burnt her hand and that she 

was in the Moseley Hospital that morning. She 

asks for money for a taxi, promising to post it 

back to that kind person. However this is a scam, 

one that has worked on more than one occasion 

recently. 

She is always dressed quite smartly. She has olive 

skin and long, dark hair and she has worn a band-

age on her hand. She has a lanyard with a 

"council" badge, to add to her credibility. She al-

ways appears very teary and in an emotional state 

but is extremely convincing and manipulative ac-

cording to local police. If anyone recognises this 

woman, the police are encouraging people to get 

in touch with Moseley or Kings Heath police. 

They have been aware of her for some time but 

need statements from people if anyone recognises 

the description, so are encouraging people to come 

forward. 


