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Celebrating Tu BiShvat 
On Monday we celebrated the lovely festival of Tu BiShvat, which we also know as the 
New Year for the Trees. We know our responsibility to look after the environment and ap-

preciate everything that nature gives us.  
On Monday we prepared a tree ready for planting, and then 
keen gardeners from Reception class planted it outside later 
in the week. Thank you, Mrs Scott, our qualified Forest 
Schools teacher, for organising this. 
Also on Tu BiShvat, Mrs Lester and Mrs Lesser visited each 
class, showing a selection of 15 different fruits. Mrs Lester 
read out her own poem about Tu BiShvat, after which we all 
had a slice of delicious persimmon, famous for being grown 
in the Sharon Valley in Israel. 

Busy Parents Evenings 
Thank you to everyone who has attend-
ed the parents evening meetings on 
Google Classrooms. The last set of 
meetings are this 
evening. We value 
this contact between 
home and school. 

Lost property 
The Lost Property box is overflowing yet 
again. We have gone through it and checked 
for name labels, and all named clothing has 
been returned to its owners. Please make 
sure you put your child’s name on every 
piece of clothing and check the Lost Proper-
ty box if something is missing. 

A poem for Tu BiShvat 

 

by Mrs Lester 
Shvat is a month in the Hebrew year 
When you reach the 15th Tu BiShvat is here. 
But what do we celebrate on this day? 
And why in Shvat and not Tishrei? 
We celebratet he birthday of every tree, 
It may sound silly, 
But it isn’t, you’ll see. 
In Israel Shvat is when things start to grow, 
And the very first buds begin to show. 
We thank Hashem for the leaves and roots 
And let’s not forget those wonderful fruits. 
From oranges, grapes and apples, too, 
Pomegranates and dates are delicious for you. 
So let’s have some fruit  

and the Brocha we will say.     

Can you name 
15 different 

fruits? 



Each day, bread, water and fresh fruit are 
available. There is also a daily sandwich 
option. The menu for next week is: 

Monday 
Sweet & sour chicken noodles, or sweet 
potato and chickpea curry with rice;  
Fruity flapjack 

Tuesday 
Fish fingers and chips or veggie hotdogs, 
and vegetables; 
Chocolate shortbread crunch 

Wednesday 
Roast chicken with garlic roast potatoes 
or vegetable samosa with vegetables; 
Apple and Peach pie with custard 

Thursday 
Mince beef or Quorn spaghetti bolo-
gnaise, with vegetables; 
Orange and cinnamon sponge 

Friday 
Vegetarian cheese and tomato pinwheel, 
new potatoes and vegetables; 
Carrot cake 

Coming up… 
Thursday 20th January:  
Last Parents Evening meetings on Google Classrooms 

This menu is dependent on availability 
of ingredients and is subject to change. 

All cream and custard is non-dairy. 

Masks still required 
in the playground 

Coronavirus continues to be a danger. 
While national figures show infections 
are reducing, in the Midlands hospital 
admissions are still rising. 
Please continue to wear a mask before 
and after school, to help keep everyone 
as safe as we can. 

Shabbat begins tomorrow evening 
at 4:15pm and ends at 5:32pm on 
Saturday evening. In synagogue 
this Shabbat, the portion of the Torah we are read-
ing is “Parasha Yitro”, giving us our Theme of the 
Week “Expressing gratitude.” 

Friday night Kiddush 
Every Friday afternoon the 
whole school comes together 

for a mock Friday evening 
Kiddush - the 

meal that brings 
in Shabbat (the Sabbath 
day). Tomorrow is EYFS’s 
turn to help lay the table or 
sit and take part. However due to the 
covid measures, we cannot currently 
invite parents to join us for  these as-
semblies. 

Drivers beware 
The new Highway Code comes into effect from 
29th January and it puts extra responsibilities on 
drivers to be aware and careful around pedestri-
ans. Drivers will have to 
give way to pedestrians 
who are crossing a road 
that they are waiting to 
turn into. Cyclists too 
will need to give way to 
pedestrians much more. 
We continue to have frightening “near misses” 
outside school, where drivers pull on to the pave-
ment - even reverse onto the pavement! - with lit-
tle regard for people walking there. 
Cars blocking the pavements are a real danger - 
causing parents with young children, perhaps 
prams too, to have to go into the road. Please 
make sure you are a considerate driver. Park le-
gally and turn off your engine when stopped. 

Repeat offenders may see a photograph of 
their car printed in this newsletter! 

Letters home:      
Residential trip (Y5 and Y6) 


