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The effects of lockdown 
A shocking report from Ofsted has reported that the pandemic has seen most children in Eng-
land slipping back with their learning - and some have gone significantly back with their so-
cial skills. A report from the education watchdog warns some young children have forgotten 
how to use a knife and fork or have regressed back to nappies. Older children have lost their 
"stamina" for reading, say inspectors. Ofsted found that the majority of children "have slipped 
back in their learning to varying degrees since schools were closed to most children and 
movement restricted. Lost learning is unarguable, but it is hard to assess." However there are 
also children who found the lockdown a positive experience - these children, from supportive 
but not necessarily well off backgrounds, might have benefited from a greater sense of togeth-
erness with parents and "quality time" as a family. 
We have seen clear gaps arise in children’s learning and development at King David School 
too. Reading comprehension skills seem to have suffered the most, and, surprisingly, analysis 
of tests and assessments we did in September, 
compared to a year ago and just before lock-
down, shows that overall girls have struggled 
the most from lockdown, failing to make nor-
mal progress in the core subjects of reading, 
writing and maths. This affected some of the 
more able and independent children, as well as 
those who usually benefit from extra support.  
For children from disadvantaged backgrounds, 
it seems making progress in Writing was the most difficult to achieve, perhaps suggesting a 
lack of basics such as pencils and paper at home. 
Older year groups seem to have managed to main-
tain progress, perhaps supported by a focus on the 
11+ exams, better than the middle years - Y1 to Y3 
have seen the widest gaps open in achievement. 
Above all, however, we are focussed on supporting 
the children’s emotional wellbeing, at this incredi-
bly difficult time for us all. 

Children in Need 
Tomorrow (Friday 13th November) 
children are invited to join in with 
Children in Need by wearing non-
school uniform, in exchange for a 
donation of £1 towards this fantastic charity. 
Please ensure clothes are practical for a November 
day, and girls should be wearing skirts or dresses, 
not trousers, please. This is a requirement and will 
be strictly enforced. The School Councillors are 
arranging fun activities for each class during the 
morning. 

Remembering Former Chief 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks 
On Shabbat morning, 7th November 
2020, the 20th Chashvan,  one of 
Hashem's most lofty emissaries returned 
his soul to his master. Chief Rabbi emer-
itus, Rabbi Lord Jonathan 
Sacks dedicated his life to promoting ed-
ucation, peace and understanding 
amongst people of all religions.  Children 

at our school have 
taken upon them-
selves acts of kind-
ness in the memory 
of Rabbi Lord 
Sacks. We wish 
long life to his wife, 
Lady Sacks, 
their children and 
all his family. 

Impact on 
progress 

Girls Boys 

Reading Big fall Clear fall 

Writing Some decline Little change 

Maths Some decline Some decline 



Each day, bread, water and fresh fruit are 
available. There is also a daily sandwich 
option. This is the menu next week: 

Monday 
Fish fingers & chips or vegetarian pizza; 
Lemon cookie 

Tuesday 
Chicken curry or vegetable samosa with 
fluffy rice and vegetables; 
Fruity jelly chill 

Wednesday 
Roast beef or Quorn and veg pie, with 
roast potatoes and vegetables; 
Apple sponge and custard 

Thursday 
Meat and potato pie or tomato and basil 
pasta bake, with vegetables; 
Rice pudding 

Friday 
All day breakfast: Veggie sausage, toma-
to, baked beans, egg wedge and hash 
browns; 
Chocolate brownie 

Letters home:   
No “whole class” letters this week. 

This menu is dependant on availability 
of ingredients and is subject to change. 

All cream and custard is non-dairy. 

Coming up… 
Friday 13th November 

Children in Need - non-uniform day 
Tuesday 17th,Wednesday 18th and 
      Thursday 19th November:     

Parents Evenings  
 

Shabbat begins tomorrow evening at 
3:59pm and ends at 5:11pm on Saturday 
evening. In Synagogue this Shabbat, the 
portion of the Torah being read is “Parsha Chayei 
Sara”, giving us our Theme of the Week “Kindness.”  

Homework through 
Google Classroom 

We have received some really great feedback regarding 
the homework being posted on Google Classrooms. 
However some families have not even logged on and 
accessed the work yet. Please do 
make sure your child logs in to 
Google Classroom and completes 
the homework tasks or, for young-
er children, you will log in for 
them and read through the tasks. 

School photographer 
Today (12th November) 
is your last day to take 
advantage of special 
deals online, when you 
order your child’s school 
photograph by Light-
house Photography. Remembering heroes 

Thank you to everyone who donated gener-
ously to the  British Legion Poppy Appeal. 
Yesterday the school observed one minute’s 
silence as part of Armistice Day, and thought about the 
sacrifices made by our brave servicemen and -women. 

“It was actually SO 
easy to log on to google 
classrooms. I can now 

use it for my other stud-
ies too. My brother did-
n't know how to log in 
to google classrooms, 

but I showed him.” “Before, I really didn't get 
what modal verbs were and 

now I actually do!” 

Are you ready 
for Parents Evening? 

Last week we sent out letters informing parents of their 
designated slots for Parents Evening, either on Tuesday 
17th, Wednesday 18th or Thursday 19th 
November. Mr Langford also blogged a 
video, showing how you can log in to 
Google Classrooms to take part in the 
Parents Evening, which will be conduct-
ed virtually, over the internet, this term. 
Please do make sure you are able to log 
on to your child’s Google Classroom account. It should 
work on any computer, laptop, tablet, Chromebook or 
smart phone. Please try it out, so that you can let us 
know of any problems well in advance. 


