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Almost two years ago, archaeologists in 
Norway made a rare discovery. They found 
a Viking ship that was buried over 1000 
years ago. 

However, they have spotted that fungus is 
eating away at the wooden remains. So, they 
have decided to dig it up. 

You may think finding Viking ships is 
normal in Norway. After all, it is one of the 
countries where Vikings came from. 

But, when found in 2018, this Viking 
ship was only the fourth one ever discovered 
there. It was also the only one found for 
more than 100 years. 

“With so few ships discovered, a new 
Viking ship will have a great impact on 
understanding the ships themselves,” said 
Viking ship expert, Knut Paasche.

He also said the find will “provide valuable 
information to understand the historical era 
as a whole”.

This is because other rare Viking items are 
probably buried there too. 

The ship is a sign that someone rich or 
important was buried there. They would have 
had useful objects, and even animals, buried 
with them.

Some archaeologists believe this was done 
so the person could use the items in the 
afterlife. 

So, let’s hope that the archaeologists win 
their race against time to save this important 
piece of history.

Archaeologists Find Viking Ship 

Who were the Vikings?

• The Vikings came from Scandinavia 
(Norway, Sweden and Denmark).

• They raided land and stole from the 
local people although some were 
peaceful traders. 
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Glossary

archaeologists People who study the past 
by digging up objects.

fungus Group of living things 
that include mushrooms, 
moulds and toadstools.

historical era A long and distinct period 
of history.

afterlife The life Vikings believed 
you’d have after you died.
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Questions
1. What is the name of the area where the Vikings came from? 

 

2. How do you think archaeologists felt when they discovered the ship? 
 
 

3. In the final paragraph, why do you think the author used the phrase ‘race against time’? 
Tick one.

  The archaeologists will have a race around the boat.
  It’s going to take the archaeologists too much time to dig up the boat.
  The archaeologists are timing themselves digging up the boat.
  The archaeologists must work fast before fungus eats the boat. 

4. Tick to show whether each statement is true or false.  
True False 

The ship was discovered 1000 years ago.
Fungus is eating away at the wooden remains.
This is the 100th Viking ship discovered in Norway.
Ships were used to bury Vikings who were rich or important.

5. Tick the word which is used in the opening paragraph that means ‘unusual’. Tick one.

  valuable
  discovery 
  remarkable
  rare

6. Summarise the key information in the article using 20 words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. What is the name of the area where the Vikings came from? 

Scandinavia  

2. How do you think archaeologists felt when they discovered the ship? 
Accept any reasonable answer that refers to the archaeologists being excited to discover 
a rare Viking ship, e.g. I think that archaeologists will have been shocked to find a 
Viking ship because they are so rare. 

3. In the final paragraph, why do you think the author used the phrase ‘race against time’? 
Tick one.

  The archaeologists will have a race around the boat.
  It’s going to take the archaeologists too much time to dig up the boat.
  The archaeologists are timing themselves digging up the boat.
  The archaeologists must work fast before fungus eats the boat. 

4. Tick to show whether each statement is true or false.  
True False 

The ship was discovered 1000 years ago. ✓

Fungus is eating away at the wooden remains. ✓

This is the 100th Viking ship discovered in Norway. ✓

Ships were used to bury Vikings who were rich or important. ✓

5. Tick the word which is used in the opening paragraph that means ‘unusual’. Tick one.

  valuable
  discovery 
  remarkable
  rare

6. Summarise the key information in the article using 20 words or fewer. 
Accept a summary which includes the key information from the article and uses 20 
words or fewer, e.g. Archaeologists are hurrying to dig up a Viking ship before fungus 
rots it all away.
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