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Thursday 24th September 2020 Newsletter 4 

P.T.O. 

Working hard at home and school 
Children across the school have been working hard this week, and making great progress. You 
should now have your child’s targets for Reading, Writing and Maths, and 
we ask you to help focus on these targets over the next few weeks, to help 
close the gaps in learning caused by the lockdown. Year 5 and Year 6 are 

working hard too, but at home, as both bubbles have 
had to self-isolate. Mrs Webley and Mrs Smyth 
have kept in touch with phone calls home and are 
enjoying receiving pictures of their work, many of which they will share 
in their blogs this Friday. Year 6 will be back in school on Tuesday 29th 

September, and we will welcome back Year 5 on Friday 2nd October. 

Learning to learn online 
Over the summer, the DfE gave schools the task of 
coming up with a plan, by the end of September, 
to develop our approaches to home-learning, so 
that in future lockdowns, there would be a high 
quality educational provision, with a mixture of 
interactive sessions online and tasks set offline. 
This brings many challenges, in training the staff, 
the children, and the parents! We will also need to 
make sure the technology exists at home for this to 
work. Our trial with putting all homework online 
has helped us identify where technology is lack-
ing. We are now seeking to buy 30 Chromebooks - 
simplified laptops ideal for online learning - to 
train the children and to lend out next time a class 
goes into lockdown.  
Chair of Governors, Mrs Simone Bryant, has 
asked local companies for support, and has already 
secured donations to purchase seven Chrome-
books. We would greatly appreciate any help we 
can get from parents too. A letter will go out via 
SchoolMoney soon, asking for donations. Even 
better, please donate to the school via the “Virgin 
Money Giving” website (accessible via the logo at 

the top-right of 
the school website 
homepage), as the 
school can also 
then claim back 
Gift Aid with each 

donation. 

 

Year 6 return to 
school on Tuesday 

29th September. 
Year 5 return to 

school on Friday 
2nd October. 



Each day, bread, water and fresh fruit are 
available. There is also a daily sandwich 
option. 

School is closed  
on Monday 28th September  

for Yom Kippur 

 

Tuesday 
All day breakfast: Veggie sausage, toma-
to, baked beans, egg wedge and hash 
browns; 
Rice pudding 

Wednesday 
Meat and potato pie or tomato and basil 
pasta bake, with vegetables; 
Fruity jelly chill 

Thursday 
Roast beef or Quorn and veg pie, with 
roast potatoes and vegetables; 
Apple sponge and custard 

Friday 
Chicken curry or vegetable samosa with 
fluffy rice and vegetables; 
Lemon cookie 

Letters home:      
Self-isolation/home learning (Y5 and Y6) 

This menu is dependant on availability 
of ingredients and is subject to change. 

All cream and custard is non-dairy. 

Coming up… 
Friday 25th Sept: Macmillan charity tuck 
Monday 28th September: 

School closed - Yom Kippur 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
Tomorrow (25th September) we are 
supporting the Macmillan Cancer Re-

lief charity, as we do 
every year. Sadly we 
won’t be able to in-
vite parents in to 

school for a coffee morning, but hope 
you will enjoy one at home and donate 
to this great charity through us. The 
children within their classes will be 
able to have  a snack in support of 
Macmillan. Your child brought home a 
leaflet last week, promoting the event 
and asking for donations.  

Children should bring in their  
donations of £1 (or more!) tomorrow. 

 
 

Shabbat begins tomorrow evening 
at 6:40pm and ends at 7:46pm on 
Saturday evening. In Synagogue 
this Shabbat, the portion of the Torah being read is 
“Parasha Ha’Azinu”, giving us our Theme of the 
Week “Practising good middot.” 

Times Table Rock Stars 
TTRS (Times Table Rock Stars) is a fun and chal-
lenging programme designed to help pupils master 
the times tables!  When it comes to times tables, 
speed and accuracy are important – the more facts 
your child remembers, the easier it is for them to 
do harder calculations. Times tables are one of the 
building blocks of maths; if you know the basics, 
you'll find the rest much, much easier.    
Every child in school has been provided with log-
in details for Times Table Rock Stars and its sister 
program, Numbots. If you are in Nursery to Year 
One, you can log in to Numbots where you will be 
able to practise your key number facts and Years 
Two to Six should be mastering their times tables 
using Times Table Rock Stars. All children should 
be spending at least 15 minutes a week online, us-
ing this fantastic resource. Speed and fluency are 
vital too, so even if you think you know your key 
facts, you can always work on increasing your 
number of correct answers per minute. 
Mrs Smyth monitors usage 
across the school and every 
Wednesday afternoon pro-
vides feedback and rewards 
to those children who have 
been mastering these key 
skills. We are currently in 8th place for schools in 
the local area using these programs. Let's see if we 
can all work together to get us much closer to the 
top of the leaderboard! 

Nasal flu vaccinations 
This year more than ever it 
is essential that children get 
vaccinated for the seasonal 
flu. Last week the forms for 
nasal flu vaccinations were 
sent home. If you have not 
yet returned the permission slip, please do so. An-
yone who has suffered flu will tell you - it’s a dis-
ease well worth avoiding! 

*School Rock Star* 
Mauj Y4 

0.94s per answer 


