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 ךל ןתת

 "ךירעש לכב

(ח"י ,ז"ט)

Sometimes when two brothers fight over a toy, they go to a parent to 
decide who will get the toy. Is it fun to be the one that does not get the 
game? Hashem commands Bnei Yisrael after they settle in Eretz Yisrael, 
each Shevet (tribe) must appoint judges and police officers for the area. 
Why? Bnei Yisrael received so many mitzvot that teach them how to 
behave, so why do they need judges and police officers? Fights, disputes, 
and cases where it is difficult to decide who is right, happen all the time, 
with or without having received the mitzvot. Hashem establishes that
there needs to be 
order in each city. When 
a person is in the 
middle of an argument, it 
is difficult for him to use 
common sense to decide 
who is right. Judges are 
needed to understand 
the problem and decide 
how to act, based on the 
conditions that we will 
see later. Also police are 
needed to enforce the 
decisions of the judges, 
to ensure they are kept.

         םידליל טושפ
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Last Week in Parshat Re’eh:
We saw things for Bnei Yisrael to look forward to when they enter Eretz 
Yisrael.

Parshat 

Shoftim

Sefer Devarim

“Judges and 
officers shall 
you appoint 

in all your 
cities” 

(16,18)

Someone Needs To Make Order

Is it a hard job to be a judge or a police officer?
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 "טפשמ הטת אל"

(ט"י ,ז"ט)

“You shall not pervert 
judgement” 
(16,19) 

Yossi is a very poor person, and he does not have a way to provide 
food for his family. Every night he collects the leftover food from 
the garbage pails. One day a rich person named Motti passes by the 
house of Yossi the poor person, and he wants to buy shoes because 
his shoes got destroyed on his way. Yossi sees that Motti is a very 
rich person, and he wants to bring real food for his children, food 
that is not from a garbage can. He offers Motti fake shoes for a lot 
of money. Motti buys the shoes, and after a day they brake. Motti 
accuses Yossi in court that Yossi cheated him.
If you were a judge what would you do? On one hand, Yossi the poor 
person cheated Motti the rich person, and that is not ok.  On the 
other hand, Yossi wants money to provide food for his family, and 
Motti is very rich and has so much money…
It’s not so bad that he lost a little…
Hashem commands the judges 
not to change their judgement, 
not to decide based on discomfort, 
but from righteousness: 
a person that does not 
behave correctly must
take responsibility 
and pay for it.

How Do You Decide Who Is Right?

What is better- to be the innocent one or the guilty one?

“The Courtroom”- One person leaves the room, and everyone makes up a story 

about a problem between two people.  The person comes back into the room, and 

everyone tells him what happened.  This person then becomes the judge, and he 

needs to decide who is guilty and who is innocent.A
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Do you know real kings or queens that rule over a certain country in 
the world? Today there are not many kings, but at one time, many 
years ago, kings were the most important people in each country. 
Each country had a king that ruled and made the laws. For Bnei 
Yisrael it is slightly different. Do Bnei Yisrael have a king? Moshe is 
their leader, but their real king is Hashem. Hashem gave the Torah to 
Bnei Yisrael, and it has many laws.  He took them out of Mitzrayim 
and will bring them into Eretz Yisrael. In addition Hashem is the king 
of the whole world, he does not have a body and we cannot see him, 
he is very different than the kings of other nations. Hashem explains 
to Bnei Yisrael what will happen when they enter Eretz Yisrael and 
settle in their portion of land.  They will want to have a king just like 
the other nations living around them, a king that gives them a sense 
of security when they go out to war. Hashem agrees that they will 
appoint a king, but Hashem states that the king needs to be from 
Bnei Yisrael and not from another nation, and Hashem will choose 
him. 

”You shall surely set 
over yourself  a king 
whom Hashem, your 
God, shall choose” 
(17,16)

Somebody Needs To Rule…

Would you like to be a king or queen? What would you do?

“A meeting of kings”- Everybody splits into pairs of kings and queens (you can 

even dress accordingly) and each pair needs to think of a song that explains why 

their kingdom is the best.  Each couple presents its song to everybody else.A
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 ךילע םישת םוש"

 'ה רחבי רשא ךלמ

 "וב ךיהל-א

(ו"ט ,ז"י)
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Next week in Parshat Ki Teitzei...

“Only he shall not have too many horses for 
himself, and he will not return the people 
to Egypt” (17,16)

Shabbat Shalom!Did you enjoy? 
Would you like to get 
Kids Parsha Packets 
every week by email? 
Email us at pashutps@gmail.com
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Is it fun to be a king or not? Of course it is fun! He lives in a luxurious 
palace, he has a lot of servants, he decides what everyone does, he 
has a lot of money…maybe this is how it is in stories that we know 
from fairy tales, but the king of Bnei Yisrael is not allowed to do all 
kinds of things. He is not allowed to have a lot of horses, he is 
forbidden to have a lot of money and gold and he is not allowed to 
have a lot of women. Why? The king is the most important person! 
Why isn’t he allowed to have a lot of possessions? Hashem warns 
Bnei Yisrael that a king that has a lot of possessions, his possessions 
can cause him to behave badly in a way that can lead the whole 
nation to distance from Hashem. The king of Bnei Yisrael is 
appointed to bring security to Am Yisrael from their enemies, 
but that does not mean that because of this he should think 
only of his wealth. Hashem commands the king to write a sefer 
Torah (a Torah scroll) and learn from it to always remember the 
mitzvot of Hashem so that he does not sin. 
He must remember that Hashem
 chose him, and so he is not 
allowed to be above the people. 

We will see what is important to do when you build a new house…

You may be king, but pay attention…

“horse tag”- attach a “tale” to each person and every person gallops around 
the house.  The person who is “it” must neigh and capture each person by the 
tale.  Whoever is captured must also start neighingA

ct
iv
it
y

 בישי אלו םיסוס ול הברי אל קר"

(ז"ט ,ז"י) "המירצמ םעה תא
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